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Winstead PC is proud to again partner with MassChallenge Texas to support and strengthen the global innovation 
ecosystem, and to make Texas the best place in the world to start and scale a startup business. The MassChallenge 
Texas program launched the last week of June and will host the first event for the public to connect with this year’s 
startups, the MassChallenge Virtual Startup Showcase, a two-day trade show style event on July 16-17. Open to the 
public, attendees will meet over 200 startups worldwide who are bringing innovation forward to build a stronger and more 
connected tomorrow.
 
MassChallenge accelerates high-potential startups across all industries and this year’s showcase represents 18 countries, 
34 states, and 57% female founders, who bring fresh ideas that will drive economic development by both creating new 
jobs and generating wealth. Each year, through a zero-equity, competition-based model, the four-month MassChallenge 
program connects participants to up to $3M USD in cash prizes, an international community of startups, world-class 
mentoring, tailored curriculum, and access to corporate partners; across their 9 global locations.  
 
Winstead shareholders Alex Allemann and Ryan Valenza head up this partnership for Winstead, serving as legal partners 
who provide educational content and mentorship to these early stage entrepreneurs. Winstead shareholders Lekha 
Gopalakrishnan, Frank Amini, and Robert Shaddox also provide specialized curriculum and mentorship throughout the 
program.   
“MassChallenge Texas is ecstatic to connect our Austin startups to the expertise and resources at Winstead,” said Mike 
Millard, Managing Director of MassChallenge Texas in Austin. “Partnerships like this are a tenet of every MassChallenge 
program. Our partners serve as mentors and advisors who open doors for startups, and they serve as judges alongside 
innovation leaders to select competition participants and winners. In doing so, our partners get access to ground-breaking 
ideas, new business models, go to market strategies, and innovative ways to approach their own business."

About Winstead
Winstead is a national business law firm with more than 300 attorneys who serve as trusted advisors to emerging, mid-
market and large companies, both public and private. The Winstead team provides a range of core legal services that are 
critical to our clients achieving their business goals. Winstead’s business transactions and litigation practices serve key 
industries including airlines, financial services, healthcare, investment management/private equity, life sciences, real 
estate, sports business and universities.


