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Practices: Tax; Real Estate Development & Investments
Industries: Investment Management & Private Funds; Real Estate

Brent Clifton is a member of Winstead’s Taxation, Employee Benefits & 
Private Business Practice Group. With 30 years of experience, Brent focuses 
his work on real estate related transactions representing institutional 
investors, sponsors and developers. He has a long history of representing 
fund sponsors and real estate developers of all property types in the 
structuring of their equity ventures and exit strategies (private and public) as 
well as representing institutional investors in their fund formations and project 
investments. In the midst of a strong national real estate recovery, Brent 
recently introduced and sourced equity capital and development projects for 
a several institutional investors and real estate developers involving both 
foreign and domestic public companies and national and regional developers. 
He has formed and reorganized a large regional construction company and 
national and regional development companies in addition to advising 
investors and operators in ventures as diverse as foreign and domestic water 
treatment facilities, oil field service companies and automobile dealerships. 
Recent undertakings include projects in Canada, California, Texas, Colorado 
and Tennessee.

Brent regularly deals with transactions involving partnership roll-ups, credit 
tenant leases, like-kind exchanges (tenancy-in-common structures), and 
corporate joint ventures. He is also a licensed Certified Public Accountant.

Representative Experience

 Represented founding investor in formation of $200 million multi-family 
development fund

 Represented management in sponsor agreements for $500 million 
foreign infrastructure fund

 Represented multiple sponsors in several series of multi-family 
development projects including deals involving EB-5 equity and debt 

 Represented management in formation and restructuring of privately-
held national and regional real estate development companies

 Represented sponsor in formation of series of distressed debt real 
estate funds 

Professional & Community Service

 State Bar of Texas 
 UPL Task Force, Past Chair
 Taxation Section, Past Chair
 Corporation Committee, Ad Hoc Committee for Proposed 

Amendments to Texas LLC Act, Ad Hoc Committee for Proposed 
Amendments to Texas Real Estate Investment Trust Act

 Dallas Bar Association, Tax Section, Past Chair
 American Bar Association; Partnerships and LLCs Committee, Past 

Committee Chair; Committee on Government Submission

Dallas Office
214.745.5855 Direct
214.745.5390 Fax
bclifton@winstead.com

Education

Southern Methodist University, Dedman 
School of Law

 J.D., 1982

Abilene Christian University
 M.Div., 2011
 B.A., Accounting, 1976
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 American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
 Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants
 NAREIT, Government Relations Committee
 Texas Federal Tax Institute, Chair, 1996-present

Awards & Recognition

 The Best Lawyers in America, (BL Rankings, LLC), 2015-2024
 Chambers USA Guide to America, Chambers & Partners Publishing, 2016-2023
 Texas Super Lawyer, Thomson Reuters
 Best Lawyers in Dallas, D Magazine
 Euromoney Legal Media World’s Leading Tax Advisers
 Recipient of the 2016 Larry M. Katz Distinguished Service Award

Admissions

 Texas, 1982


